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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

CLAIMS 1-13 (Cancelled) 

CLAIM 14. Th e m e thod of claim 7 A method of manufacturing an earplug comprising: 
providing an earplug having a foam body free of detectable material; 
forming a channel in said foam bodv: 
placing a detectable insert in said channel: and 

allowing said foam bodv to encapsulate said detectable insert so that said foam bodv completely 

surrounds said detectable insert, wherein* said foam body is chilled. 

CLAIM 15. Th e method of claim 1 3 A method of manufacturing an earplug comprising: 
providing an earplug having a foam body free of detectable material: 
forming a channel in said foam bodv: 
placing a detectable insert in said channel; and 
allowing said foam bodv to encapsulate said detectable insert so that said foam body completely 
surrounds said detectable insert wherein said channel is formed by inserting a punch in said 
foam body and whereim- said channel is formed by a punch and said punch is chilled. 

CLAIMS 16-23 (Cancelled) 
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